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February is World Understanding and Peace month.  

This month is a good time to emphasize 

understanding and goodwill that is essential for 

world peace.  Rotary’s commitment to peace and 

conflict resolution dates back to the early 20th 

century when the organization was founded with a 

vision of fostering goodwill and understanding.  Over 

the years, Rotary has evolved into a global force, 

harnessing the collective power of its members to 

address the root causes of conflict and build 

sustainable peace.   

In a world marked by diverse perspectives and 

varying ideologies, the pursuit of global harmony is 

becoming increasingly vital.  Rotary International, a 

beacon of hope and change, stands at the forefront 

of promoting world peace through innovative 

conflict resolution strategies.  Rotary clubs around 

the world actively engage in local and international 
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projects that aim to address underlying issues contributing to conflict.  From promoting education and 

economic development to supporting healthcare initiatives, Rotary’s multifaceted approach recognizes 

that sustainable peace requires a comprehensive strategy.   

February is also the anniversary of the founding of Rotary Internation on February 23, 1905.  Paul Harris 

said, “Whatever Rotary may mean to us, to the world it will be known by the results it achieves.”  This 

holds true today.  Rotary members now span the globe, working to solve some of our world’s most 

challenging problems.  Rotary is not afraid to dream big and set bold goals.  The fight against polio 

started in 1979 with a project to immunize 6 million children in the Philippines.  Today, polio only has a 

few cases in two countries.  We have almost achieved the goal of a polio free world.  Help ensure you are 

part of the effort to end polio by joining District 5680’s Polio Plus Charter Society.  You can sign up on 

rotary5680.org. 

Let’s build young leaders promoting peace.  A good way to do this is to sponsor a youth to attend RYLA 

Popup Camp in Hutchinson on February 24 or May 28 to May 31 in Winfield.  Go to rotary5680.org to 

sign up your future leaders today. 

One of the best ways to ensure that your club has a successful Rotary year in 2024-2025 is to attend 

President Elect Leadership Seminar.  This training is open to all leaders of your club.  It is being held 

March 21-23 in Salina.  There is a great lineup of speakers, several coming from Rotary International.  

Signup today at rotary5680.org. 

As I conclude my club visits, I am humbled by all the work 

Rotarians are doing in our communities and across the world.  I 

have met so many wonderful and dedicated Rotarians.  I thank 

all Rotarians for their commitment and to the time that they 

donate to make the world a better place. 

As we navigate the complexities of the 21st century, Rotary’s 

commitment to world peace remains unwavering.  By investing in 

education, empowering leaders, and fostering collaboration, 

Rotary stands as a beacon of hope, lighting the path towards a 

more harmonious and interconnected world.  Together, Rotarians 

worldwide exemplify the spirit of unity, proving that through 

conflict resolution, we can build a more peaceful and just world 

for generations to come. 

Gloria Homeier 

District Governor 

2023-2024 

District 5680 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
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Club News from around the District 

 

On Wednesday, March 6th, 

Rotary Club of East 

Wichita will celebrate its 

40th anniversary.  A special 

celebration is being planned 

for an EVENING event at the 

Wichita Marriott. Larry 

Hatteberg, former KAKE news 

anchor, will be our emcee and 

speaker!  

 

 

Had a great time 22 

January getting CPR AED 

certified with Old Town 

Rotary!! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
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Cody Scherer and Cohen Flanders, 

Skyline HS Seniors, were recognized 

by the Rotary Club of Pratt. The 

club continues to grow and currently 

has 70 members. Annually, the club 

donates over $10,000 in community 

and/or district grant funds to the 

community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Andover 

partnered with Larry Cox of 

Hope Community Church to 

purchase and install a water 

filtration system in rural Cuba. 

This is the seventh such 

system that Larry and his team 

have installed, and the first in 

several years since Cuba closed 

their borders due to the Covid-

19 pandemic. 
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Spaghetti, salad, and 

bread were on the 

menu at the Ronald 

McDonald House 

in midtown Wichita. 

Sunrise Rotary 

Club of West 

Sedgwick County 

 Rotarians cooked 

delicious meals for families staying at the facility to give them one less thing to be 

concerned with as they tend to their hospitalized children. 

 

 

Rotary Club of El Dorado welcomed Rotarian 

Senator Jerry Moran who addressed their 

club.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nathan Haskell presents the 

TOC All-Academic team with 

plaques sponsored by the 

Rotary Club of Dodge City. 
 

 

 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sunrisewichita?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXtFynyv3kl4gKYEdlfxO03kwMh-b7AukApjfURBVf9N4dNW-oGMldNLP3MydcoKZKNK37ocngUHN3r27wUoR7kYyVNFi_zmDXH1hbze2PsB7-0LPmH7k76jefW6n--s9WyxwL_sNkyivhkPfozQM2vR8rAoSSBLwU57yNnF28ZygfVgcHt6HbEMkcZAo1P56UTuZAgStheCAAYy7iHKugW&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/sunrisewichita?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXtFynyv3kl4gKYEdlfxO03kwMh-b7AukApjfURBVf9N4dNW-oGMldNLP3MydcoKZKNK37ocngUHN3r27wUoR7kYyVNFi_zmDXH1hbze2PsB7-0LPmH7k76jefW6n--s9WyxwL_sNkyivhkPfozQM2vR8rAoSSBLwU57yNnF28ZygfVgcHt6HbEMkcZAo1P56UTuZAgStheCAAYy7iHKugW&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/sunrisewichita?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXtFynyv3kl4gKYEdlfxO03kwMh-b7AukApjfURBVf9N4dNW-oGMldNLP3MydcoKZKNK37ocngUHN3r27wUoR7kYyVNFi_zmDXH1hbze2PsB7-0LPmH7k76jefW6n--s9WyxwL_sNkyivhkPfozQM2vR8rAoSSBLwU57yNnF28ZygfVgcHt6HbEMkcZAo1P56UTuZAgStheCAAYy7iHKugW&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
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RITE Visitors from 

Argentina and Panama 

presented their flags to 

East Wichita Rotary 

Club.  President Darin 

Kater, who then gifted 

them with our club’s flag. 

L to R: Florencia Zappia, 

Ingrid Villamonte, Darin 

Kater, Gimena Rios, Ivan 

Guerra, and Dalia Hale. 

 

 

 

 
Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) 

Colby 2024    (CANCELED) 

• Rotary Leadership Institute 

(RLI) Sublette 2024   

(CANCELED) 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50363/Event/rotary-leadership-institute-(rli)-2024-colby
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50363/Event/rotary-leadership-institute-(rli)-2024-colby
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50363/Event/rotary-leadership-institute-(rli)-sublette-2024
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50363/Event/rotary-leadership-institute-(rli)-sublette-2024
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RYLA for 2024 is coming soon!    Last year we held the one-day session again, 

which was a huge success.   So, this year we will offer the one-day session again 

plus the full camp at Southwestern College.  The one-day session will be held at 

the Cosmosphere in Hutchinson, KS on February 24, 2024.  The full session will be 

held May 28 to May 31. 2024 at Southwestern College in Winfield.   The camp is 

open to current high school Freshmen, Sophomore, or Junior students that your 

club selects.   

Registration and information for each session is available at 

www.sckans.edu/leadership and then service outreach/rotary camp or at the 

district website.  You may send students to either camp based on your preference 

and their schedule.  Help your students DISCOVER their leadership potential.   

If you have questions, please contact Dean Kennedy at 620-212-4107 or 

dean.kennedy@communitynational.net  

 

 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
http://www.sckans.edu/leadership
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District 5680 Membership Report 

As Of January 31, 2024 
 

    

Club 7/1/2023 1/31/2024 
 NET 
GAIN 

  MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP 

2023-
2024 

Abilene 52 54 2  

Andover 25 24 (1) 

Arkansas City 66 70 4  

Atwood 23 22 (1) 

Beaver 18 17 (1) 

Beloit 35 36 1  

Boise City 19 18 (1) 

Cimarron 20 17 (3) 

Clay Center 62 64 2  

Colby 44 44 0  

Concordia 30 25 (5) 

Derby 54 57 3  

Dodge City 38 32 (6) 

Downs 9 9 0  

East Wichita 68 68 0  

E-Club 15 16 1  

El Dorado 32 30 (2) 

Ellinwood 18 17 (1) 

Ellis 10 10 0  

Garden City 26 28 2  

Goodland 13 13 0  

Great Bend 27 26 (1) 

Guymon 32 33 1  

Haskell County (Sublette) 19 15 (4) 

Hays 62 57 (5) 

Hays Sunrise 9 11 2  

Hill City 7 7 0  

Howard 9 9 0  

Hoxie 17 13 (4) 

Hugoton 15 14 (1) 

Hutchinson 92 92 0  

Johnson 10 10 0  

 
Larry D. Stoppel, O.D. 

District Newsletter 
Editor 

 
ldstoppel@ gmail.com 

 
Cell phone  

 
785-747-8526 

 
Send me your news 

and newsletters 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
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Kingman 19 21 2  

Kinsley 5 5 0  

Liberal 40 41 1  

Lyons 21 22 1  

McPherson 24 26 2  

Ness City 23 23 0  

Newton 59 64 5  

Norton 11 10 (1) 

Oberlin 30 29 (1) 

Osborne 10 11 1  

Phillipsburg 32 32 0  

Pratt 67 69 2  

Russell 36 41 5  

Salina 103 96 (7) 

Sharon Springs 5 5 0  

Sterling 20 18 (2) 

Syracuse 19 19 0  

Texhoma 12 12 0  

Ulysses 24 21 (3) 

Washington 33 33 0  

West Sedgwick Co Sunrise 38 38 0  

West Wichita 58 62 4  

Wichita-Downtown 363 347 (16) 

Wichita-Old Town 9 10 1  

Winfield 67 62 (5) 

TOTALS 2104 2075 (29) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
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President Elect Learning Seminar (PELS)                 Mar 21, 2024 – Mar 23, 2024 

Rotary International Convention-Singapore          May 24, 2024 – May 29, 2024 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50363/Event/president-elect-training-seminar
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50363/Event/rotary-international-convention-1
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Thanks to Our Heroes, the End of Polio is Nearer 

Become a PolioPlus Society Founder by pledging and giving at least $100 per year, by June 

30,2024. The application form is below.  Or organize a PolioPlus Project before then, to 

raise awareness of how PolioPlus is protecting all of us, especially the kids. Match others’ 

contributions or get them a Jonas Salk polio vaccine Commemorative Dollar for each $50 

donated, you will find that most will give easily for such a crucial cause.  There were only 

12 reported cases of wild polio virus in 2023, and they were concentrated to the countries 

where polio remains endemic. Afghanistan and Pakistan. We are up to 77 members in the 

PPS, a little over ¾ of the way to our goal. Every member that we get will help provide 300 

vaccinations to vulnerable people around the world. 

  

Do it for the Children…do it for the Heroes…do it as part of your Rotary 

Journey…but Do It! 

Dana Brewer: 785-614-1089                        
danabrewerdg5680@gmail.com 
 
Isaac McNary: (316) 461-0512                         
isaac@outreachprogram.org 
. 
 Rotary Club of East Wichita 

President-Elect Tom Church 

(L) presents a certificate to 

Greg Ek, recognizing his 

charter membership in Rotary 

District 5680’s Polio Plus 

Society. Around the world, 

Rotary’s End Polio Now 

campaign has reduced polio 

cases by 99.9% since Rotary 

International’s first project 

to vaccinate children in the 

Philippines in 1979. 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
mailto:danabrewerdg5680@gmail.com
mailto:isaac@outreachprogram.org
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http://www.rotary5680.org/
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