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District 5680 

District Conference—Colby 

                                                                                
                                                                                                                 

                                                                                Welcome to a Special Edition of your District 5680 Newsletter.  This 

will focus on the annual District Conference we just completed, 

November 1 & 2 in Colby, Kansas.  I hope the photos help you recall 

fond memories of those of you who attended and provide inspiration to 

those who did not attend to come to the next one.   This conference 

was packed with excellent speakers, and new information was 

presented. Getting to know other Rotarians is always fun, and some of 

us hung out together in the conference room long after the official 

presentations were finished. 

Nothing of this magnitude is done by only a few people.  I extend a 

huge ‘Thank You’ to the many people who worked making all the 

arrangements, decorations, registrations, and multiple other things it 

takes to host and present a conference. I have received glowing 

reviews, and I appreciate those. I also seek criticisms – we always want 

our annual conference to be better than the last.   Enjoy this Special 

Edition.  

Jeff Horlacher 

District Governor 

District 5680 
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District 5680 attendees 

Friday evening: 

 

 

 

 

District 5680 Govenor welcomes the 

membership on Friday night.  
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Food & Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Free Library assembley session. 
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Jay Hundley lead a session on assembling the “Little Free Libraries” that many 

clubs took home to put in their communities 
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Ice Breaker Event—Rotary Scavenger Hunt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visiting DG Chuck Udell from 

neighboring District 5710 displays 

his bandaid the filled a line on the 

scavenger hunt. 

Saturday Morning—Opening 
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Opening Remarks 

 

Rotary International 

representative Anne 

Marie Kimball 
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Flight around the World for PolioPlus 
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John Ockenfels presented 

info on his flight that raised 

over 2 million for PolioPlus 
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Rotary Action Plan—PDG Andrea Krauss 

 

Membership—Alex Johnson 
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Emerging Leader Incentive 

DGE Deb Minkler 
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Mental Health—Craig Poe High Plains Mental Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Break through 

treatment for 

depression & anxiety 
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Visioning—PDG Fred Heismeyer 

 

 

 

Shelter Box—Kathleen Pierz 
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District Grant Phillipines 
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District Awards—PDG Gloria Homemeier 

End Polio Now - 

Clubs that gave 

at least $1500 

to End Polio Now 

Abilene 

Atwood 

Derby 

Kinsley 

Liberal 

Salina 

Sublette 

 

TRF Rotary Foundation Giving 

- Clubs that achieve an 

average of $100 in per 

capita giving and 100 percent 

participation 

Russell 

Andover 

Liberal 

Old Town 

Wichita 

Sublette 

 



 

 
 

15 | P a g e  
D I S T R I C T  N E W S  5 6 8 0          http://www.rotary5680.org/ 
 

NOVEMBER DISTRICT 5680 NEWS 

Rotary Foundation Giving the top 3 clubs in average giving - 

 

 

 

E-Club - $294.67 

Russell - $267.78 

West Wichita - 

$221.12 

 

 

 

 

International Service Award—Keith Hopper 

International Service - This award is awarded to one outstanding individual 

who has made a significant impact on the world with the work that have done 

internationally.  This person has worked to change lives, communities and 
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left a sustainable and enduring impact on the communities that have 

benefited from their efforts.  

Former Peace Corps Volunteer (1966-68): service in the Philippines shaped 

his lifelong commitment to poverty alleviation. Established the Help Foundation: 

(Humanitarian Efforts to Lessen Poverty) a charitable foundation focused on 

underprivileged children in the Philippines. Created the Bighoop Charitable 

Institution: a Philippine-based charity ensuring transparency and direct impact, 

managed by a local board of directors. Commitment to Philanthropy: Covers all 

administrative costs to ensure every donated dollar goes directly to programs. 

Spends over $30,000 annually on foundation expenses. Personally, oversees 

programs, spending six months each year in the Philippines. Expanding Initiatives: 

growth over 18+ years, including the expansion of a micro-credit program to 

Misamis oriental province. Keith hooper's dedication to humanitarian efforts 

continues to uplift communities in the Philippines, making a lasting impact through 

education and poverty alleviation. 

 

Rotarian of the Year—Deann Sulivan 
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Rotarian of the Year - One person in the District is 

awarded Rotarian of the 

Year each year.  This person has shown their 

dedication to the mission of 

Rotary by demonstrating exemplary humanitarian 

service, with an emphasis on 

personal volunteer efforts and active involvement in 

helping others through 

Rotary.   Consideration is given to contribution of 

service to their club, 

to District 5680 or Rotary International.  When 

selecting an individual 

consideration is given to their commitment to the Five 

Avenues of Service, 

the Object of Rotary and their embodiment of the Four 

Way Test.  

 

Rotary Leadership & Service: 

Past President of the Rotary Club of West Wichita. 

Chair for International Service. 

Awards: 

Club's "Service Above Self" Award. 

District "Service Above Self" Award (2016-2017). 

Wichita Area Governor (2021-2024). 

Organized the first Satellite Club (2024), and District Trainer (2020-2021). 

Key Projects & Initiatives: 

Playground Map Project Coordinator (District-wide & U.S. outreach). 

Managed West Wichita's Annual Wine Dinner fundraiser. 

Participated in PolioPlus National Immunization Day in India (2017). 

Community Involvement: 

Former President of AT&T Pioneers, Leadership Wichita board member, and 

active volunteer in numerous community projects. 
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Triple Crown Award—Geri Appel 

District 5680 presents the Triple Crown Award to an individual who has achieved 

membership in the Paul Harris Society, Major Donor Level 1 and the Bequest 

Society Level 1 or higher.  

 

 

Rotary Club of the year—Honorable mention 

Club of the Year - Honorable Mention - This award was given to clubs that 

were top clubs in the District this year and deserved to be mentioned as a 

rising star club in our District - 

Clay Center 

Derby 

Washington 
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Rotary Club of the Year 

Rotary Club of Pratt 

Increased Membership & Community Impact: 

 

Organized impactful projects supporting local schools, community programs, 

and foundations. 

 

Key Initiatives & Contributions: 

Provided funding to USD 382 & 483, District Care Closet, Pratt Childcare 

Foundation, and Pratt Health Foundation. 

Sponsored community events like a Christmas movie for area youth, a skate 

party, and a facelift for the Pratt Teen Center. 

Volunteered at Pratt Oktoberfest, provided meals for Circles of Pratt 
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County, and celebrated World Polio Day & Paul Harris's Birthday. 

Supported the Pratt Student of the Month program and Earth Day awareness 

efforts. 

 

Led by President Robin Waddle, the club had a successful year of growth, 

service, and engagement. 

 

Friday Social Hour—Dinner—Auction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DGN Isaac McNary made 

and donated a Rotary 

podium-Sold for over 

$1,000. 
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Silent Auction - $1,615.00 

Live Auction - $4,112.00 

Donations - $220.00 

Magic Wand - $263.00 

 

Total raised for Foundation of 

$6,210.00 
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The story behind the Top Magic 

Wand winner explained by PDG Mike 

Barnes 
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DGE Deb Minkler invites you to join us in Hays for District 

5680 Conference in 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s note:  Special thanks to Bob Obee, Ivanhoe Love & Fred Heismeyer for the 

additional photos for this Conference edition! 

EVERY ROTARIAN should consider attending the 5680 District Conference next 

October in Hays.  Having attended Conferences for many years, I find each a 

unique experience.  Being an active member of your local Club is important.  But by 

attending Conferences, you feel connected to Our District 5680 and to Rotary 

International.  I leave each conference invigorated to be a Rotarian.  It makes you 

proud to be part of an organization that is eliminating Polio, fighting human 

traficing and educating people on mental health issues.  By attending Conference, 

you realize that you are a part of an organization that “Walks the Walk” and puts 

Service Above Self.  I hope to see you in Hays next year.   

Larry D. Stoppel,  Newsletter Editor 


