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Over 750 million 

people around the 

work lack access to 

safe water.  This 

month Rotary 

focuses on Water, 

Sanitation, and 

Hygiene.  This theme underscores the 

profound impact of access to clean water, 

proper sanitation and hygiene practices.  The 

global water crisis is a complex challenge that 

affects communities, economies, and 

ecosystems worldwide.  Access to clean water 

and sanitation is a fundamental human right 

and a cornerstone of sustainable 

development.  Yet, millions of people around 

the world still lack access to safe drinking 

water and proper sanitation facilities, leading 

to dire consequences for health, education, 

and overall well-being. 

Twenty Rotarians from District 5710 and 

5680 will head to Guatemala this month.  One 

of the things they will be accomplishing while 

they are there is installing clean water 

systems in several homes in the villages.  

Message from District Governor 

Gloria Homeier  
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MARCH DISTRICT 5680 NEWS 

Rotary clubs can collaborate with other communities by donating to help install water 

filtration systems or by giving to the Rotary Foundation so that Global Grants can be 

funded to support Clean Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Projects.   

The President Elect training session was a resounding success, exceeding all expectations 

and leaving participants inspired and empowered.  The engaging content and knowledgeable 

speakers from Rotary International facilitated a deep understanding of programs and 

services Rotary provides.  President Elect Training not only fostered a positive learning 

environment but equipped incoming Presidents with valuable skills and knowledge for their 

professional growth. 

Just a reminder if you have not signed up area youth for the Rotary Youth Leadership 

Institute May 29-31 at Southwest University in Winfield now is a great time to get them 

signed up.  The District has scholarships available for them. 

Today is a great day to become a Rotarian!!  Membership in Rotary provides opportunities 

for personal and professional growth and also enables members to make a meaningful 

difference in their world and community.  Reach out to someone today and invite them to 

Rotary.   

Gloria Homeier 

District Governor 

2023-2024 

District 5680 
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Club News from around the District 

 

The Rotary Club of Guymon, members in yellow shirts, held a Bingo event to raise 

funds for their dictionary project.  Each year they give all 3rd graders a dictionary.   
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Students at Benton and Lawrence Elementaries are gifted with handmade bookshelves, 

decorative decals, and books from the Rotary Club of West Wichita. Spanning three 

decades, this is one of our oldest service projects and the students will say that their older 

siblings, even their parents still have their bookshelves. 
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Classic Car Rally presented by 

Wichita Downtown Rotary Club 

on the 16th of May.   
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ROTARY WATER PROJECT CHALLENGE 

President Colby of West Wichita Rotary Club presented a challenge to help 

towards purchasing a water system for the Rotary Water Project in the Mkalama 

District of the Singida Region of Tanzania where there are 96 Primary Schools 

with over 63,000 students. They currently have systems in 16 schools and 

their goal is to install a water system into the remaining 80 schools to provide 

access to safe water for the remaining 50,000 students. Each water system is 

$5,000 and will service an average of 650 students.  The Club will match up to 

$2,500 with member donations totaling $2,500 to purchase a water system. If you 

would like to donate, make a check payable to West Wichita Charitable 

Foundation and bring it to our club meeting or mail to: Rotary Club of West 

Wichita, PO Box 12064, Wichita, KS  67277. 

 

 

 

Join us at the ‘Ole Ballgame’ and watch the 

Wichita Surge 9 May.  Presented by the Rotary 

Club of East Wichita.   
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Rotary Club of Colby saw pictures of a project they partnered with the Danli, 

Honduras club to help provide 88 efficient, vented stoves to homes in an 

impoverished village near Danli. These more efficient stoves greatly reduce 

respiratory and other health issues as they only use 1/3 of the wood the older, 

unvented stoves do. Rotary Club of Colby has recently voted to provide some of 

the financial assistance needed to install 55 additional stoves in homes in another 

impoverished village close to Danli. 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Hill City recognized Deb 

Tremblay for her second Paul Harris and Julie 
Davis for her fourth Paul Harris.  What an 
inspiration they are to 
fellow Rotarians.  
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The Rotary Club of Great Bend plus other organizations helped cleanup the Rotary 

Lake. In two hours, this awesome group of volunteers collected over 50 bags of 

trash, and some really interesting other things.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Club of West Wichita 

reported that their Easter grocery 

shopping and deliveries were very 

successful, delivering to new families 

who needed the assistance. 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
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President-Elect Leadership 

Seminar for Districts 5680/5710 

PETS/PELS attendees from District 5680 

 

The annual Heartland President Elect Leadership Seminar was held in Salina March 21-23. This 

seminar is held in conjunction with District 5710, in the northeast corner of Kansas.   This year 

we truly had an “A Team” of presenters.  Tom Gump, aide to RI President Elect Stephanie 

Urchick, Pat Merryweather-Arges, current vice president of RI, Andrez Perez, our Club and 

District support contact at RI, and Greg Podd, Trustee at The Rotary Foundation were all keynote 

speakers.   Vickie Randel also spoke about Our Rotary Foundation.   

PETS embraced the theme of the Magic of Rotary with pocket notebooks and Magic Wand pens 

for each President Elect.   We are excited to hear how each president puts their magic wand to 

good use.  The breaks between sessions were filled with engaging conversation, and all made 

good contacts to call upon for help and support during the year. 

Facilitated training discussion sessions were Membership Engagement, Club and District 

administration and support, and Leading Your Club. These three were split up into smaller 

groups of small, medium, and large size clubs. During those times, there were sessions available 

to Area Governors, Past District Governors, and committee chairs to meet with our keynote 

speakers. These question-and-answer sessions proved to be very popular. 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
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This year’s PETS/PELS was a fun filled and rich learning experience.  I thank everyone who 

helped plan the event, and those who attended.  It was great to meet everyone, and I look 

forward to my year as your District Governor. 

Jeff Horlacher 

DG 2024-2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 5680/5710 Leadership                                     Thursday bowling at PETS/PELS 
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All information is available at www.sckans.edu/leadership and then service outreach/Rotary 

Camp. 

For more information please contact Dean Kennedy at dean.kennedy@communitynational.net. 

 

 

Vangie Penner, the President Elect Nominee from Liberal 

is presented a Rotary book/planner by DG Elect Jeff 

Horlacher.  This planner has Rotary events already on it 

and is great for all incoming Presidents.  It’s available at 

this link:  

https://www.civicswag.com/si/778969138/hg7887/18-

month-rotary-themed-planner 

 

 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
http://www.sckans.edu/leadership
mailto:dean.kennedy@communitynational.net
https://www.civicswag.com/si/778969138/hg7887/18-month-rotary-themed-planner
https://www.civicswag.com/si/778969138/hg7887/18-month-rotary-themed-planner
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District 5680 Membership 

Report As Of March 31, 2024 
 

    

Club 7/1/2023 3/31/2024 
 NET 
GAIN 

  MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP 

2023-
2024 

Abilene 52 55 3  

Andover 25 20 (5) 

Arkansas City 66 71 5  

Atwood 23 24 1  

Beaver 18 17 (1) 

Beloit 35 37 2  

Boise City 19 18 (1) 

Cimarron 20 17 (3) 

Clay Center 62 64 2  

Colby 44 44 0  

Concordia 30 25 (5) 

Derby 54 60 6  

Dodge City 38 32 (6) 

Downs 9 9 0  

East Wichita 68 69 1  

E-Club 15 16 1  

El Dorado 32 30 (2) 

Ellinwood 18 17 (1) 

Ellis 10 10 0  

Garden City 26 28 2  

Goodland 13 13 0  

Great Bend 27 26 (1) 

Guymon 32 34 2  

Haskell County (Sublette) 19 15 (4) 

Hays 62 59 (3) 

Hays Sunrise 9 11 2  

Hill City 7 7 0  

Howard 9 9 0  

Hugoton 15 14 (1) 

Hutchinson 92 90 (2) 

 
Larry D. Stoppel, O.D. 

District Newsletter 
Editor 

 
ldstoppel@ gmail.com 

 
Cell phone  

 
785-747-8526 

 
Send me your news 

and newsletters 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
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Johnson 10 10 0  

Kingman 19 21 2  

Kinsley 5 5 0  

Liberal 40 41 1  

Lyons 21 21 0  

McPherson 24 27 3  

Ness City 23 23 0  

Newton 59 60 1  

Norton 11 10 (1) 

Oberlin 30 30 0  

Osborne 10 11 1  

Phillipsburg 32 33 1  

Pratt 67 68 1  

Russell 36 39 3  

Salina 103 97 (6) 

Sharon Springs 5 5 0  

Sterling 20 19 (1) 

Syracuse 19 19 0  

Texhoma 12 12 0  

Ulysses 24 21 (3) 

Washington 33 33 0  

West Sedgwick Co Sunrise 38 37 (1) 

West Wichita 58 64 6  

Wichita-Downtown 363 344 (19) 

Wichita-Old Town 9 10 1  

Winfield 67 59 (8) 

TOTALS 2087 2060 (27) 
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WHAT is Club Visioning? 

 

70 Years in an iron lung 

Rotarian Paul Alexander has died at age 78. Paul was a member of the e-club of Houston in 

District 5890. He contracted polio at age six in the 1950s. It almost killed him but he was 

resilient and survived only by the use of the iron lung that had become his home and his 

world for more than 70 years.  

Reflecting on what Rotary had meant to him, Paul said, ""It means so much to me to belong 

to this 

organization, I'm 

having a great 

time and staying 

awake at night 

thinking of ideas. 

So many people 

have come into 

my life. I never 

knew there were 

so many caring 

people out there."  

http://www.rotary5680.org/
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We are so close! 

As the Rotary years roll by, it is easy for long-time members to forget the 

"Why" of PolioPlus, and for newer members you may not even know what all this 

Polio talk is about. The fact is, there are millions, maybe even billions alive today 

that do not have to live with the fear or debilitating realities of Polio thanks to 

Rotary's efforts and, more importantly, Rotarians like you and I who donate to 

PolioPlus. Membership in the PolioPlus society is commitment to see our efforts 

through to the end. We are so close! I recently heard a Polio champion, John 

Ockenfels, speak and I echo his sentiments wholeheartedly. "I have no hope that 

we will eradicate Polio, I KNOW that we will!"  

Join us today and help us fulfill the promise that we made to the children of 

the world. $8.50 per month is all it takes to change the world, one child at a time. 
  

Do it for the Children…do it for the Heroes…do it as part of your Rotary 

Journey…but Do It! 

Isaac McNary: (316) 461-0512                         
isaac@outreachprogram.org 
 

http://www.rotary5680.org/
mailto:isaac@outreachprogram.org
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